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(Note: The following are sections of the Amendments to Rules Regulating the Florida Bar concerning the
legal assistant profession. They were adopted April 25, 2002)

Use of Titles by Nonlawyer Assistants. A person who uses the title of paralegal, legal assistant, or other
similar term when offering or providing services to the public must work for or under the direction or
supervision of a lawyer or an authorized business entity as defined elsewhere in these Rules Regulating
The Florida Bar.

(b) Supervisory Responsibility. With respect to a nonlawyer employed or retained by or associated with
a lawyer or an authorized business entity as defined elsewhere in these Rules Regulating The Florida
Bar:

(al) a partner in a law firm shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that the firm has in effect measures
giving reasonable assurance that the person’s conduct is compatible with the professional obligations of
the lawyer;

(b2) a lawyer having direct supervisory authority over the nonlawyer shall make reasonable efforts to
ensure that the person’s conduct is compatible with the professional obligations of the lawyer; and

(c3) a lawyer shall be responsible for conduct of such a person that would be a violation of the Rules of
Professional Conduct if engaged in by a lawyer if:

(1A) the lawyer orders or, with the knowledge of the specific conduct, ratifies the conduct involved; or

(2B) the lawyer is a partner in the law firm in which the person is employed, or has direct supervisory
authority over the person, and knows of the conduct at a time when its consequences can be avoided or
mitigated but fails to take reasonable remedial action.

(c) Ultimate Responsibility of Lawyer. Although paralegals or legal assistants may perform the duties
delegated to them by the lawyer without the presence or active involvement of the lawyer, the lawyer
shall review and be responsible for the work product of the paralegals or legal assistants.

(b) Paralegal or Legal Assistant. A paralegal or legal assistant is a person qualified by education, training,
or work experience, who works under the supervision of a member of The Florida Bar and who performs
specifically delegated substantive legal work for which a member of The Florida Bar is responsible. A
nonlawyer or a group of nonlawyers may not offer legal services directly to the public by employing a
lawyer to provide the lawyer supervision required under this rule.



(2) It shall constitute the unlicensed practice of law for a person who does not meet the definition of
paralegal or legal assistant as set forth elsewhere in these rules to offer or provide legal services directly
to the public or for a person who does not meet the definition of paralegal or legal assistant as set forth
elsewhere in these rules to use the title paralegal, legal assistant, or other similar term in providing legal
services or legal forms preparation services directly to the public.

-END-



